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REPORT ON THE PUBLIC ARCHIVES OF MICHIGAN. 



The compiler is of the opinion that thorc la not, among' 
tht^ records in the State capitol at Landing, much material 
of value to the student of history, Michigan did not beeome 
a scpanitc Territory until 1B05, and documents rchiting to 
the period before that date are not to be found among the 
archives of the State^ while during the years of its existence 
a:5 a Territory (1S05-1837), Michigan, outside of Detroit, 
shared but little in the important events transpinng else- 
where. The existing material for this early period which 
has been preserved by the State relates mainly to the move- 
ment and settlement of population , in the form of record « 
of the or^riinizatinn of counties; to internal improvements 
and land sjKicnlution ; to tmde with the Indians and the con- 
dition of the Indian tribes, etc. 

Such i^ the condition of the public records and documents 
at the State capitt>l that any report short of a thorough list- 
ing and cataloguing must be very general. No thought, 
apparently, has ever been given by the legislature of the 
State to the preservation of the Stiitc archives as such. The 
secretary of state is required by stfitute to keep the original 
nets of the legislature, to cause the acts and resolutions to 
be bound and preserved in his office, and to publish and dis- 
tribute St'ite manuals, official reports, acts, etc. The vari- 
ous departmental officials are expected, as a matter of 
coursej to preserve and file documents and correspondence. 
Among the acts relating to offenses against property, the 
stealing of any ^' writ, process, or public record" is made 

* For TGferunoos toother iiceoii]nt& of the iirt? hivuj* of Michigan , see thtj " Li^t of printed 
indices to ftiid dt*icriptionfl ot flrchtvts fttid ijthtr repusituricscji hliitoiical maimsirrlpi " 
in the First Report of the HistoiiL'fil Manuscripts OonunlsidaD (Report of Ainencan 
Htetorieal Aesoelaaon. 1^96, Vol.^Ip p. &1UJ. 
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larcBEy. But no provision hay ever been niade for the for- 
mal housing and cla-ssification of State documents and paper.^ 
as public archives. 

OfTIGE OF THE GOVERNOR. 

The papers in the office of the govern ox' have been until 
recently in extremely bad condition, j)iled on shelves and 
on the floor, mold}" and dirty, and .some of them falling to 
Ijiecea. Great improvements have lately been made, iiow- 
eveFj in the storing. The present executive clerk has had 
the papers filed in boxes on the .shelves of a vault j but for 
lack of help has as yet been unable to have them classified 
and i-jLitalogued, Among the^se files are to be found docu- 
ments and papers relating to internal improvements, niilitary 
affairs, applications and recommendations for appointments, 
State roads, public lands, distribution of the surplus, tariff, 
nullification, orgi^inization of counties and townships, Indian 
affairs, requisitions, pardons, coinmuiiications from other 
States, letters received and copies of letters sent, and a few 
messages in manuscript. There are but few papers and 
documents, however, relating to any one of the above sub- 
jects, and the aggregate quantity is not large, 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETAltY OF STATE. 

Until recently the records and documents, esixscially the 
latter, in this ofiice were in a very unsatisfactory condition, 
being piled together in boxes and on shelves, with no attempt 
at classitication or listing. Within the piist few yearn, how- 
ever, considei-able iniprovement has been made. The docu- 
ments have been classified and systematically stored in 
convenient files. A printed catalogue of books (i. e., all 
material, whether printed or written, in the form of bound 
volumes) was issued by the secretary of state in 189B; un- 
fortunately, however, copies are now difficult to obtain out- 
side of the office. The present secretary of state has caused 
all uni»ound papers and naanuscripts to l>e listed. This hst 
has not yet been published, but may be consulted at the 
office. 

The material listed in the catalogue of books comprises 
minutes, papers, and i:>roceedings of the governors, judges, 
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and legislative council of the Territory ; govcrnoi'H' me^sagesi 
houise and senate journals and documenb^j proceedings ol 
eotistitiitioual conventions, engrossed Territorial and State 
laws, public and private; original bills and resolutions oi 
house and senate, election retui'ns, ordei^ hooks, wari'ants,^ 
i-equisitiotis, pardons, I'cports of State and local officials ancl 
departments, oaths of office, land patent'^ iind records, char- 
ters and reports of corporations^ opinions of the attorneyS'i 
gcnelBl, letters, etc. 1^ 

The documents and manuscripts listed in the imprinted 
catalogue include the oi'iginals of ma3iy of the printed <^r 
bound records meutioned in the pi-cceding paragraph, and 
papers relating to Indian atrairs, organization of counties, 
the tive-niillion loan^ internal improvements, niilitaty af- 
fairs (18(H VI 838) ; petiticjns^ remonstrances, and applications 
addressed to Territorial governoi's; articles of association 
and annual statements of banks^ railroads, and mining com- 
panies; the southwest V>oundary and Toledo war, election re- 
turns (1800 to date), (^onj missions, lott-ers received (1808 to 
date), and copy books of letters sent (1857 to date). It is 
impossible to state very exactly the amount of this material, 
but the total is small. 

STATE LIBRARY. 

The material in the State library consists of books and 
bound newspapers, and is carefully shelved and protected* 
There are no collections of manuscripts, documents, or State 
papt^rs not found elsewhere. Important items are: (1) No- 
tices of some early laws prior to 1805; (2) laws of Michigan, 
1805-1873; (3) acts of Miehigan, 1874 to date, being a con- 
tinuation of the laws; (4) house journals, senate jonrnals, and 
joint doc^nmcnts, 1835 to date; (5) proceedings of the first 
and second constitutional conventions, 183G. The library 
also contains hies of tiew^spapers of this and other Stiites, a 
nmiiher of them of dates within the first half of the nine- 
teenth century, which are the property of the Miehigan 
Pioueer and Historical Society. Housed here are also a 
large number of pamphlets belonging to the simie society. 
These are private pro2:»erty, and are neither classified nor 
catalogued, nor are they accessible to the public, A ouraor 
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examination shows them to consist mainly of old reports of 
State officers, with a few political pamphlets.* 

,The only finding list of the publications of Michigan is 
that compiled for a forthcoming issue of Mr. R. R. Bow- 
ker's "State Publications." No provision is made by the 
State for the publication of documents of historical impor- 
tance. 

.-.'^i ^: 1917 
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